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strange people, the females of their families
should be strictly concealed from the view of
strangers;" and Tamerlane himself invented
the several covered conveyances which are to
the present period of the Mussulmaun history in
use, suited to each grade of female rank in
society. And the better to secure them from all
possibility of contamination by their new neigh-
bours, he commanded that they should be con-
fined to their own apartments and behind the
purdah, disallowing any intercourse with males
of their own persuasion even, who were not
related by the nearest ties, and making it a crime
in any female who should willingly suffer her
person to be seen by men out of the prescribed
limits of consanguinity.

Tamerlane, it may be presumed, was then
ignorant of the religious principles of the Hin-
doos. They are strictly forbidden to have in-
tercourse or intermarry with females who are
not strictly of their own caste or tribe, under
the severe penalty of losing that caste which
they value as their life. To this may be attri-
buted, in a great degree, the safety with which